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With a new local CCI Chapter for the 
Kitchener-Waterloo, Brant and Guelph 
Regions comes new opportunities for 
industry experts to share their knowledge 
and experiences with local condominium 
owners, board members and property 
managers. This is one of the reasons the 
CCI-GRC Education Committee has hit the 
ground running to help fulfil CCI’s mandate 
of providing education, information, 
awareness and access to expertise by and 
for our members.

The Committee was formed and started 
meeting even before the Grand River 
Chapter was formalized on July 1, 2017. 
With so much interest in the marketplace, 
we wanted to be ready.

The first challenge the Committee took 
on with the leadership of the Board was 
to host a “Leaders’ Circle” event. The idea 
was to have leaders of their condominium 
communities get together as a new Grand 
River group to help introduce our new 
Chapter and share ideas. Whenever there 
is a gathering of condominium board 
members, a microphone, and a lawyer in 
the room, we always want to present some 
topical education content.

The Leaders’ Circle quickly evolved into a 
brief introduction from local legal experts 
about the coming changes in Bill 106 
– The “New” Condominium Act. Three 

lawyers presented on various topics 
of the new legislation and then round 
table discussions were conducted with 
Committee members acting as discussion 
facilitators. The engagement of attendees 
was fantastic and we quickly realized 
that these sessions have only whet our 
appetites for more in-depth information 
about the various impacts the legislation 
will have on our condominiums. The 
successful events were held May 31 in 
Cambridge, June 20 in Brantford and July 
21 in Guelph. Registration for attendees 
was complimentary thanks to our 
gracious sponsors.

Upon reviewing the attendee feedback 
forms from the three events, the 
Committee confirmed that the next step 
would be to develop more intensive 
sessions on Bill 106. Knowing this is a 
large and important task, we are pleased 
to announce that the Golden Horseshoe 
and Grand River Education Committees 
have teamed up to develop a Bill 106 Boot 
Camp. This will be a two-day interactive 
educational experience to be held in 
Kitchener on November 3-4, 2017. A Boot 
Camp Version 2.0 is planned to be held in 
the Golden Horseshoe area some time in 
2018.

Some of the topics that will be discussed 
are the Condominium Authority of 
Ontario (CAO), new roles and educational 
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requirements for directors, new mandatory 
communication and involvement with owners, 
new financial obligations of the corporation, new 
condominium dispute processes, and much more. 
Check either Chapter’s website and watch your 
inbox for more information and how to register. We 
expect this to be a sold-out event.

Some of the goals of the Grand River Education 
Committee are to offer events in previously under-
served areas, engage condominium owners and 
property managers with unique learning formats, 
and provide the educational content that is needed 
and requested by our members. This is where we 
need you. We encourage you to reach out to a 
committee member directly or send an email to 
admin@cci-grc.ca and provide suggestions or topics 
that you would like to have presented at future 
events. It is member requests and survey feedback 
from attendees at events that helps guide our 
committee to provide what content is needed most.

___

Brad is the Director of Property Management with 
Wilson, Blanchard Management Inc. working in 
the Waterloo Region. Managing condominium 
corporations for over 15 years, he has achieved 
the RCM designation and is actively involved in 
the industry with ACMO, CCI, BOMA and other 
organizations. He enjoys educating and mentoring 
new Property Managers entering the profession.
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