Featured Condo:
GRIFFITHS GATE CONDO BCC53

Welcome to Griffiths Gates Condominium:

Our condo
community,
24 Griffiths
Drive, is
located
in the
“Prettiest
Town in
Ontario”,
Paris.

Our condos were built in 1999 and there are
27 units in total. Paris is nestled between the
Grand and Nith Rivers at the Forks of the Grand
and was established by Hiram Capron in the
year 1849. We are the largest Urban Centre in
the County of Brant and are so very fortunate to
live just on the boundary of a rural area. Which
is ideal for our residents to enjoy nature i.e.:
birds and wildlife. Some of the other features
that everyone enjoys are: The Paris Fair is very
close to our community, we have the Paris
Curling Club just around the corner from us and
they just had a celebration weekend for their
175th Anniversary and had an outdoor rink set

up for a weekend bonspiel. The downtown area of
Paris is full of unique shops and all buildings are
occupied and especially busy on the weekend.
Paris has several restaurants to choose from,
some pub fare and other fine dining. We also
have the Arlington Hotel and Mary Maxim which
is world famous for the knitters and crafters in the
crowd.
First let us extend our appreciation to previous
boards that have served over many years that
have done an excellent job of maintaining the
buildings and property so that those of us who
are serving at present are in the position of just
doing the maintenance required as we
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move forward. The boards have also done an excellent
job of keeping up the Reserve Fund and that puts us on
good footing to address major upcoming expenditures.
Speaking to the fact that our units are now 20 years old
we are entering a stage where some major items will be
under consideration i.e.: caulking around windows and
doors, painting outside trim, deck repairs, landscape items
and the large item will be consideration of replacing the
roadway and driveways.
We are at the point now where many original residents
have moved on. When a new purchaser comes into our
community, they are visited by a board member and
presented with a welcome letter from the board and a
Welcome Package explaining the rules of the condo and
a listing of their new neighbours including telephone
numbers. We have an option open to the new folks that
they give us their e-mail address with the promise that it
will not be seen by anyone, but the President and we send
out a newsletter and information to them on a regular
basis. To try and build community, we offer our residents
an annual summer picnic and a Christmas Party that they
are welcome to attend.
One of our challenges is when folks first move in to the
condo there is a period of adjustment to condo living.
Not being able to do whatever it is you want to do on the
outside of the condo without first asking permission from
the board to do it. And abiding by rules that have been set
up by the board for the benefit of everyone in the condo.
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Another thing that can be bothersome for the new resident is
understanding who is responsible for what in the condo.
Our condo is very fortunate to have a board of 5 members who
work well together to come to a mutual decision on the issues
that come before us. Our Board members are very interested
in updating their knowledge and have attended the monthly
meeting of the Brant Condominium Corporation’s Association
and some have already taken the Condominium Authority
Ontario Director Training. We are also fortunate that when an
opening occurs on the board, we have had very good luck with
people volunteering to serve. The other thing that we are very
fortunate to have is G3 Property Solutions working with us
through our manager Ruth Kelly. Ruth is very conscientious in
her duties and a very easy person to work with.
In closing we would like to say that we are all very happy that we
made the decision to live the condo life. It appears that there is
lots of demand for our units as many of them are sold privately
due to “word of mouth” advertising by the residents living here.
When a unit becomes available if it does not get sold privately
there have been times when a realtor holds only have one open
house on the weekend and the unit is sold. We feel that this
is a reflection on the management style and the fact that the
condo units and property are in excellent condition.

Featured Condo Board (from the left): Elaine VanWyngaarden Vice President, Fred DeCator - President, Dave Clarke - Treasurer
and Rick Baum - Director. Absent: Karen Seiling - Director
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Peter R. Greco, B.A., CPM, RCM
PRESIDENT
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