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Election  
Canvassing  
in  
CondominiumsUnless you 

have been 
avoiding 
all news 

and social 
media, you 

are aware we 
just came 

through 
election time 

in Ontario.

 The candidates were out and 
about, talking about their platforms 
and meeting their (potential) 
constituents. If you live or work 
in a condominium, it is important 
to know the rules surrounding 
canvassing in condominiums, to 
make sure that the unit owners 
are being protected while also 
ensuring the rights of candidates 
to campaign and of citizens to be 
informed.

Section 118 of the Condominium 
Act, 1998 confirms that no 
condominium unit owner, 
employee, or other representative 
is permitted to prevent candidates 
or their authorized representatives 
from accessing the property for 
the purpose of canvassing or 
distributing election materials. This 
section applies to candidates for 
election to the House of Commons, 

the Legislative Assembly, or a 
municipal government or school 
board position.

While this seems like a pretty clearly 
drawn right, the Election Act takes it 
one step further: section 89.1 of that 
Act states that candidates must be 
permitted to access the common 
areas of a condominium in order to 
distribute election materials and/
or to knock on doors to speak with 
unit owners about the candidates' 
platforms.

With that said, the Election Act does 
put restrictions on when and how 
the access can occur:

• The access must be between 9 
am and 9 pm on Monday to Friday, 
or 9 am and 6 pm on Saturday and 
Sunday;

• At least one person seeking access 
must be 18 years of age or older;
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• If requested, every person seeking access 
must provide valid identification documents; 
and

• If not a candidate, a person seeking access 
must provide valid written authorization 
from the candidate authorizing them as the 
candidate's representative.

The potential consequences of preventing a 
candidate from accessing the condominium 
are fairly significant: an administrative penalty 
can be required to be paid by the person (or 
condominium) preventing access, and that 
penalty can range from $500 to $2,000 
depending on whether it is the first, second, or 
third (or later) infraction.

If you would like more information about 
canvassing rules, or about anything relating 
to elections (like taxes they will always be with 
us), you can review Elections Ontario's website 
at www.elections.on.ca. 

Stephanie Sutherland is a condominium lawyer with 
McCarter Grespan Beynon Weir PC, practicing in the 
areas of condominium management and development, 
real estate, and commercial tenancy. In 2015 Stephanie 
achieved her Associate of Canadian Condominium 
Institute (ACCI) designation, which recognizes her 
extensive knowledge of and experience with condominium 
legal matters. Stephanie frequently contributes articles to 
CCI newsletters and speaks at CCI events, and she sits on 
committees for both CCI-GRC and CCI-GHC.
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