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Oh summer! We associate the warmer months with sandals, 
dunks in the pool and warm sunshine. What is often neglected 
is the higher risk of fire in these hot, dry months. As the 
temperatures rise, we will likely start to see a greater chance of 
these hazards. Let’s look at the usual (and unusual)  
suspects for fire.  

SUMMER FIRE HAZARDS
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BARBEQUES
There is nothing like fresh food off the 
grill. However, before you purchase a 
barbeque to throw that steak onto, you 
must consult your City or Township By-  
laws first. Your condominium may also 
indicate as to whether they are permitted 
or not. If they are not, please do not be 
tempted to use one as the rules are in 
place for a reason – to prevent fire. If 
your building does not allow them on 
balconies, there may be a potential for 
a communal one on the property. See if 
this has been considered by the Board. 
Buildings with shared barbeques often 
have them out in the summer and are 
used on a first come, first serve basis. 
If they are permitted (sometimes if you 
are on the ground level of an apartment 
or in a townhouse) please use care. Do 
not leave barbeques unattended. 

Damage due to cigarette butts
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MULCH
Many condominiums add mulch to beautify onsite 
beds and control weeds. However, did you know that 
mulch can spontaneously combust under the right 
circumstances? If the weather is very dry and a pile of 
mulch has been left undisturbed for some time, enough 
heat can be created from the wood decomposing. The 
simple elements of a fire are fuel, heat and oxygen so 
these needs are met in this situation. While this may 
not be a common phenomenon, it has occurred at one 
of our townhouse properties already this year. Luckily it 
was caught quickly but it would not take long to create 
a serious situation. There is less chance of this occurring 
if the piles of mulch are not overly thick and if they stay 
somewhat moist during long, dry periods. Buildings 
with irrigation systems have the upper-hand with this 
when rain is sparse.

CIGARETTE BUTTS
Cigarettes are one of the most common fire starters, 
inside and outside of homes. It is important that 
buildings have ash disposals somewhere onsite to 
prevent butts from being thrown or blown onto mulch 
or other dry plant matter. Of course, some will end up in 
beds even with a proper can but having a disposal will 
help with litter and the chance of the butt smoldering 
and catching something on fire. If you or your guests 
are smoking on a balcony, please dispose of the butt 
and ashes properly. Fires have been started by those 
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FIRE PITS
Fire pits and campfires are lovely and are a beacon 
of summer for many but due to fire hazards, they 
are usually not permitted in condominiums. Just 
because your local Canadian Tire sells pits does 
not mean the City permits them either. Be sure to 
do your research before purchasing one. Even in a 
townhouse backyard, improper use could quickly 
turn devastating with backyards and homes so close 
together. 

BACKYARD (OR ANYWHERE ON 
THE PROPERTY) BURNS
This may be obvious to some but not to others as 
the Guelph Fire Department receives numerous 
calls with regards to illegal or improper burns in 
the summer. It is far too dangerous to light plant 
waste, garbage, etc. in your backyard when in 
close proximity to others. The smoke can also be a 
nuisance. Dry conditions and wind could carry ash 
and embers far distances to start fires. Please do not 
be tempted to do this; dispose of all refuse according 
to City and condominium by-laws.

FIREWORKS
Fireworks are a fun way to celebrate occasions but 
when used incorrectly, are dangerous to people, 
animals, and structures. Before purchasing that 
100-firecracker pack on sale, be sure to consult your 
property manager. They may also damage trees as 
well as disturb neighbours and nearby wildlife.

Continued on next page
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throwing butts off of balconies so out of sight should not 
mean out of mind.

These photos are of a deck that smoldered overnight as 
the residents slept, unaware. The husband had put out 
a butt in an empty plastic flower pot that was affixed to 
the deck railing. There was dry plant matter in the pot 
and it was a hot summer night. The owners woke to find 
significant damage to the deck, as the butt lit the plant 
matter and enough heat was created to  melt through 
the pot and carry down onto the wood. The couple was 
thankful that the circumstances were not worse. The 
husband had believed that the butt was out and thought 
that the pot would contain it. I still bring this up to my 
husband from time to time. Did I mention the singed 
deck was mine? And that I stumbled upon it in the 
morning, first thinking hazily that it was an alien crash 
landing site? This is not a public shaming of my husband; 
more of a public service announcement that accidents 
happen. Really.

Everyone should do their part to contribute towards 
fire safety. It is easy to get distracted but no one 
should lose sight of the devastating effects of fire. 
Apartment-style condominiums have fire plans and 
everyone should have an escape plan for their own 
home. 

–––

Sara has been a member of the MF team since starting 
as a part-time receptionist in 2008. She moved into a 
full-time Property Manager role in 2011, and earned 
her Registered Condominium Manager designation 
in 2013. She was promoted to the position of Senior 
Property Manager in October 2014. Sara manages 
her own portfolio of condominiums located in the 
Guelph region. In addition to her work as a Property 
Manager, Sara is also very involved in the Joint 
Communications Committee for the GHC and GRC.
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