
Condo News – SPRING 2021 39

Trees are a beautiful addition to the Urban landscape and often thought of as main-
tenance free until they become a nuisance, pest ridden or too large causing concern 
for safety.  With the help of a Certified Arborist who has the right mindset and a 

proper prescription of needs, the property manager and boards can gain an adequate peace 
of mind and know their trees are properly cared for.  Trees are also sometimes regarded as 
a liability and yet they are such an asset to urban Landscape when properly selected, 
planted, pruned and cared for.  There is a certain “Curb Appeal” in the real-estate world 
that helps value a property and trees are a contributing factor to this.   In this article we 
will look at some of the primary concerns posed by past and present condo clients.   Some 
of the topics will be planting, pruning and health care.  

When selecting a tree there is much to bear in mind, remember this is where it all starts!  
There is a saying that “you are better to plant a $100.00 tree in a $200.00 hole than a 
$200.00 tree in a $100.00 hole”.   Meaning taking time for proper tree selection, species 
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and structure are important.  Often times 
this results in going to a nursery and 
looking for the proper trees and of course 
finding a reputable nursery to deal with.  
Are they local stock?  Are they native 
species?  Do they grow in some shade or 
small areas?  How big will this tree get? 
Are all questions that need to be consid-
ered before selecting the proper trees to 
plant.   

Preparing the hole will involve a good 
mixture of new and native soil for the 
tree to get established and the addition 
of Mycorrhizae.  Mycorrhizae is the sym-
biotic relationship with trees and soil.  It 
is a fungus that allows nutrients to ac-
cess the vascular system of the tree and 
a key component to good root growth.   

Two of the biggest issues we see with 
planting are: trees are planted too deep, 
and mulch is placed on the bed and trunk 
too high.  When purchasing from a Nurs-
ery, there is usually an excess of dirt on 
top of the root ball where the root flare 
needs to be exposed and sometimes up 
to 3" of soil removed from the top layer.  
This flare must be level or slightly above 
the surrounding level of turf or garden.   

Too rich of a soil is going to burn the 
roots so finding a good source of topsoil 
with a good blend of nutrients and not 
too high in manures is a key component 
to the life of the newly planted tree.   We 
see so many times trees mulched like vol-
canos up the trunk.  Three reasons for 
this are that many suppliers of services 
make money on weedless beds, how 
much mulch you buy and believe it is an 
acceptable practice for water retention.  
Tree beds require maintenance like any-
thing else and there is only a small 
amount of mulch needed to retain mois-
ture.  Although aesthetically pleasing for 
the most part, the mulch up the trunk will 
encourage shallow root growth and 
eventually kill the tree as the roots will 
grow around the trunk and choke it.  
Keep all mulch off the trunk and root 
flare.   

Once a tree is established and healthy 

it is now an asset to the condo and all 
the residents, offering shade, a home for 
birds and adds to the value of the prop-
erty.  Starting with a young tree, prune 
two to three years after planting is good 
for the future structure of the tree and its 
overall health.  As the tree matures a 
three-year pruning cycle is key and 
should only involve a structural prune 
and to remove hazards or dead wood.  
During this process a tree can be pre-
pared for its maturity and to be clear of 
houses, eaves, lights, signs, roadways and 
walkways.   

It is not uncommon for condos to wait 
too long to prune and, in turn, to achieve 
the goals required, damage can be in-
flicted on the trees due to large wounds 
and pruning cuts.    Too often I have seen 
trees over pruned and elevated to look 
like a vase or a wine glass and also  too 
much overthinning to give filtered sun-
light to garden and grass.  At no point of 
a tree’s life should there ever be more 
than 10% of the living canopy pruned 
out and this can be mitigated through a 
proper tree health care plan with a rep-
utable company.   Proper tree pruning 
has value, you cannot replace what was 
taken and if too much is removed from 
the tree you will see the tree respond 

with aggressive suckering and water 
sprouts forming to obtain necessary 
leaves for photosynthesis.     

If needed, certain tree species and 
planted areas need their soils replen-
ished.  This is where we advise the use of 
Kelp based products and compost tea.  
The best way for trees to receive the ap-
propriate moisture in the soil is to main-
tain a healthy soil full of life and 
microbiology.  This can only be obtained 
with the appropriate wet services and 
deep root injections of teas and organic 
health foods.  Chemicals should only be 
used when absolutely necessary for dam-
aging insects and then mitigated with 
teas later to replenish the life in the soil.  
The more aerated the soils are naturally, 
and the healthier the soils, the further the 
roots will go down and the better water 
retention they will have.   

I usually advise condos and boards to 
establish a good relationship with an ar-
borist, preferably ISA, TRAQ and Quali-
fied.  It is well worth the investment to 
hire and pay a consulting arborist to put 
a program together for you on a 3-year 
cycle.  This allows for regular inspections 
and proper prescriptions of the trees’ 
needs specific to the condominium re-
questing it.   It also helps to establish a 
maintenance budget that will work for 
the board.  Monthly payments and regu-
lar visits over the course of three years 
helps establish an understanding of what 
needs to be done and takes into consid-
eration the history of the trees as well.    

Trees are living organisms that seal 
over old wounds, they do not heal, the 
wounds rather are buried under reaction 
wood and never come back to life again. 
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